Travellers in India

In the next century Persia and Egypt fell

eneath the power of the Arabs, and one of the

polls of their victory was the Indian trade.

ilie   establishment   of   Busrah,   between   the

unction of the Tigris and the Euphrates and

he Persian Gulf, by the Khalif Omar settled it

till more firmly in their hands, and from now

>nward the Arabs practically monopolised the

Indian trade, all the carrying from India to the

Levant being done by them, and Europeans

Deing   only   allowed   to   help   distribute   the

:argoes  in Europe.  Between  Cosmas  Indico-

pleustes and Marco Polo all the well-known

travellers  in   India  were  Mohammedan.*   Of

Arab travellers there were many. In the ninth

century  an  unknown  adventurer  visited  the

country of the "Maharajah.,"t the Concan coast,

Ceylon, and other places; with the result that

the story of Sindbad the Sailor, which, though

cast in fictitious shape, was based on some real

Arab  voyage  of  discovery in  Indiair waters,

is valuable by no means solely as romance. We

Constantino as having received the congratulations of /Ethiopians, Per-
sians, and Indians. Sec Eusebius, in Vit. Const,, rv, 50.

* SIgh.elrm.TS of Shcrborne (A.D. 883) is a possible, though improbable,
exception. He is reputed to have visited the tomb of St Thomas at Malia-
pur. Gibbon, Decline and Pall, chap, xlvii, remarks " According to
the legends of antiqxiity the gospel was preached in India by St Thomas.
At the end of the ninth century, his shrine, perhaps in the neighbourhood
of Madras, was devoutly visited by the ambassadors of Alfred, and their
return with a cargo of pearls and spices rewarded the zeal of the English
monarch." In a sceptical note, however, he adds " I almost suspect that
the English ambassadors collected their cargo and legend in Egypt"

t It is doubtful whom this means. It is too early for the King of
Vijayanagar, who bore the title later,
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